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would ever really understand why they were fined;
or whether, if they did, they would any the less
approve and encourage in the future those who were
bent upon these fanatical freaks. It must be remem-
bered, too, that one of the most powerful deterrents
from fanatical violence is physical well-being; and
conversely, that the more you impoverish the more
you incline to that lawlessness of which the religious
variety is the most difficult to repress.

As regards the application of the proceeds of
fines; I would consult the Commander-in-Chief
respecting the amount to be awarded to the wounded
soldier. To Chatara Nair, the Hindu Priest who
was nearly murdered but is said to have made a
"wonderful recovery" (though he cannot, it would
appear, follow his usual avocations), I would give
as little as possible. He "publicly insulted"
(paragraph 24) the religion of the Moplahs; threat-
ened to pull down their mosque; proclaimed that
their mosque had caused a recent outbreak of small-
pox; and on the whole conducted himself in a
manner which ought to be (if it is not) actionable,
and than which nothing could be better or more
directly calculated to provoke a breach of the peace.
I think Mr. MacGregor's proposal of Rupees 50 is
the very most that should be given to him; but the
cost of his cure in the dispensary might be paid*
I would also (as suggested by Mr. MacGregor) apply
some of the money to defences for the Variar's
house*

I agree with Mt. liobinson that the persons named